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Welcome: Facilitator, Callie Hendrickson, welcomed everyone.  She expressed the purpose of this meeting is to convey 

updates and discussions from all groups and interests regarding the White River Algae Project.  

The agenda will include updates from the White River Algae Technical Advisory Group (TAG), USGS Study overview, CPW 

study overview, and the White River Alliance overview. 

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) Process Update: Callie reminded attendees of what the TAG has been doing. She noted 

that, over the last couple years, there has been numerous meetings to discuss the challenges regarding the excessive 

algae. Last fall, the Conservation Districts were asked to help facilitate the process and act as the fiscal agent. The 

Conservation Districts suggested forming a TAG to develop a SOW made up of local governments to ensure 

accountability to the Rio Blanco County citizens.   

1. Rio Blanco County – Si Woodruff  

2. Town of Meeker – Travis Day 

3. Town of Rangely – Jocelyn Mullen  

4. Meeker Sanitation - Kurt Nielsen 

5. Rio Blanco Water Conservancy District – Alden Vandenbrink 

6. Colorado River District – Dave Kanzer / Hunter Causey 

7. White River CD – Gary Moyer / Ben Rogers 

8. Douglas Creek CD – Wade Cox 

9. Colorado Parks and Wildlife (Technical) – Mindi May  

10. USGS (Technical) – Ken Leib, Cory Williams, Steve Anders 

During the first meeting of the TAG, the group added four additional entities (technical expertise)  

11. BLM – Keith Souder 

12. USFS – Clay Ramey 

13. NRCS – Tiffany Jehorek 

14. TU – Brian Hodge 

The TAG Mission is: “To ascertain what is driving the algae growth in the White River to improve the overall health of the 

watershed”. 

The TAG has met four times including public input at each meeting.  During the January meeting, it became apparent 

that there was need for a smaller more technical group, known as the Workgroup, to work out the finer details of the 

SOW for the project. In March, the Workgroup and USGS presented their refined SOW to the TAG and the TAG 

recommended that the Conservation Districts enter into an agreement with USGS to implement the SOW. USGS and the 

White River Conservation District (WRCD) are working out the final details of the agreement, hoping to sign it in May. In 

the meantime, USGS has began work on this Study to ensure we don’t miss the opportunity to gather data this spring 

and summer. 

USGS Scope of Work Overview and Update on Work Activities: Please see the presentation from USGS by Ken Leib 

(Attachment A) 

Funding Update: At time of the meeting, there is a $15,000 funding gap for 2018 studies. Please see Attachment B 
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Survey Information: Callie and Tristan informed everyone about two different surveys that have been created and the 

purpose they will have in assisting with the project.  

1. History of the White River Survey: As research begins on the White River, it is important to ensure that the 

historical perspectives of those involved with the White River are captured and the public is asked for their help 

in providing any information they may have.  The Conservation Districts created a short survey to help compile 

information from anyone who would like to share their experience and knowledge.  A link is provided on the 

District’s website at http://www.whiterivercd.com/white-river-algae-working-group.html  

2. Land Management Practices Survey: The TAG is asking all landowners and managers with lands adjacent to the 

White River above Meeker to provide information about any land management practice changes that have been 

made over the past few years or will be made this year. This is an anonymous voluntary survey without names 

and addresses. Participation in the survey will be valuable as USGS collects data on the river to determine the 

potential causes of the excessive algae.  It will be important for them to know of any land management practice 

changes that have taken place when they compare information from one year to another. They asked for the 

public’s help in getting other landowners and managers adjacent to the river to participate in both 

surveys. People are welcome to contact Tristan Nielsen at whiterivercd@gmail.com or 979-878-9838 and she 

can send them a link for the Land Management Practices Survey, or they are welcome to come into the office 

and she can help fill out the surveys.   

 

Commissioner’s Update: Commissioner Rector briefly noted there is interest by some in expanding the size of the TAG.  

He expressed his support for the current TAG and keeping it as is. 

CPW and TU Study Update: See the presentation from CPW by Melynda May (Attachment C) via Google Hangouts 

White River Alliance (WRA) Update: Shawn Welder presented the goals and progress of the White River Alliance. He 

noted that they like the TAG and CPW initiatives, but they would like to see more rapid study processes as they 

recognize there is something significant happening in the White River. The Alliance has formed to reach out to property 

owners upriver to address the potential human causes for the algae overgrowth. Several upriver landowners have 

agreed not to spray for mosquitoes this summer and are looking to change to other methods.  He noted that changes in 

the historical accounts are a useful reference. They would like to see changes made in pesticide spraying on both private 

lands and the town. They are concerned that some chemicals being used to spray for mosquitos may be causing more 

harm than they are doing good. The WRA believes pesticides like the ones used in Meeker’s aerial spraying are toxic to 

aquatic insects and could be a contributing factor in the algae problem because aquatic macro-invertebrates graze on 

algae and help limit its growth. 

Final Q&A: There was concern noted from the RBC Public Health and Environment about the White River Alliance asking 

people to discontinue spraying for mosquitos because there are potential human health risks from mosquitos.  

Adjourned 
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Attachment A 

Attachment A (cont.) 
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Attachment A (cont.) 
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Attachment B 

 

 

Agency/Entity
Cash 

Contribution
In-kind Notes

BLM x
Equipment, macro invertebrate sampling, bugs 

sampling

CPW- Meeker x
Previous research.  May be able to continue some 

additional research.

CRWCD - River District  $              25,000 x quarterly sampling project

DCCD - Douglas Creek CD x A portion of the WRCD Contribution

Meeker Sanitation  $                 3,500 

NRCS Targeted Conservation Proposal  (2019)

RBC County  $       9,000 

Covering the Administration cost of this agreement.  

(based on current proposal)

Update: 150+ hours of staff time has been dedicated 

to Algae between 10/1/17 and 3/16/18

RBWCD  $                 2,000 x

Town of Meeker  $                 8,000 

Town of Rangely x

Trout Unlimited  $                 5,000 x Plus Bug work

USFS x Tributary Bug data

USGS  $              39,000 

WRCD - White River CD  $                 2,000 x Six months of project administration (Oct - Mar)

The Rob and Melani Walton 

Foundation (Miller Creek and 

K/K Ranches)

 $              20,000 

Other  $  100,000 

FYI: Ongoing WR Water Quality Monitoring is a part 

of this study and is covered by a variety of partners.  

Because some of the monitoring stations in this 

project will also be used for the Algae project we 

may be able to shown this as a match.  However, 

this  is not a contribution to the Algae  project itself. 

(energy, BLM, many partners identified)

ECR  $              10,000 

Total Stated Contributions as 

of 3/21/18
 $      114,500.00 

FY-18 = $129,415  ($15,000 gap)
FY-19 = $163,807

FY-20 = $197,264

FY-21 = $85,107

YWG Basin Roundtable 

Application to be submitted 

for May meeting.

On-going discussion re: 2018 funding or 4 yr. grant 

request

YWG WSRF Grant - 25% match

Statewide WSRF Grant - 50% match

White River Algae Study
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Attachment C
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Attachment C (cont.) 
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Attachment C (cont.) 

 

 

 


